
milestone:
First kindergarten  

union established.

impact: 
Early childhood education and  
care moves onto public agenda.

milestone:
Day Nursery  

Associations formed in  
NSW and then Vic.

milestone:
Growth in preschool  
across the country.

Sessional kindergartens  
in NSW, Vic, Qld and  

school-based preschool  
in WA, Tas, SA, NT.

impact: 
Recognition of the need for  
childcare to enable women to work.

impact: 
In 1970, preschool attendance varied 
– 52% ACT, 29% Vic, 17% SA, 13% 
Qld, WA and Tas, and 3% in NSW.
Cost meant preschool was out of 
reach for low-income families.

milestone:
Commonwealth Government  

funds childcare through  
Australian Child Care Act.

Funding only for  
not-for-profit services.

impact: 
In the 1960s, childcare was only 
available to 7% of working mothers. 
Access increased with the Australian 
Child Care Act. 
By 1972, women’s workforce 
participation increased from 29% in 
the 1950s to 67% in 2020.

milestone:
Ethnic Child Care Development  

Unit established.

impact: 
Review of post-arrival services  
for migrants.  

milestone:
Secretariat of National  

Aboriginal and Islander Child  
Care (SNAICC) established.

impact: 
Advocacy for Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander-controlled services.

THE EVOLUTION OF EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION AND 
CARE POLICY AND DELIVERY IN AUSTRALIA



milestone:
Commonwealth funding  

extended to all providers. 

impact: 
In 1990, 15% of 0–5-year-olds were 
accessing early learning. By 2020, 
50% of 0–5-year-olds were accessing 
early learning. 
The Commonwealth Government 
budgeted $8m for childcare in 1973–
74 – this grew to $9.8bn in 2019.

milestone:
Day Nursery  

Associations formed in  
NSW and then Vic.

milestone:
Universal Access National 

Partnership established.
Early Years Learning Framework 

established. 

impact: 
Recognition of the need for  
childcare to enable women to work.

impact: 
In 2008, 12% of children were 
enrolled in 15 hours of preschool. By 
2019, 95% of children were enrolled 
in 15 hours of preschool.

milestone:
National Quality  

Framework established.

impact: 
In 2013, 55% of services were meeting  
or exceeding the National Quality 
Standard, rising to 82% in 2020.
Improvements between quality 
assessments have been seen in 55%  
of services.
Between 2004 and 2019 there has  
been a shift from two thirds of the 
workforce holding a qualification to all 
of the workforce holding a qualification.

milestone:
Child Care Subsidy introduced.

impact: 
Families can access subsidies for 
early learning more easily, through 
a single model that has separate 
funding streams.
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